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Eyattstown, Maryland 207314- 
January 12, 196? 



Mr. Joseph A, Bell 
Ball, ' Hunt ;*nd Ear 
Counsellorsat Law 
Long Beach* California 90800 

Dear Mr, Ball* . ' 

Slander is the refuge of scoundrels , evasion the defense of Bankrupt; 
cowards. 

From The Hew fork Times of January 3 X take it you wars referring to 
Be when you epeke of ’’scandal mongers who have been writing scurrilous 
Books * about the Warren Report. According to the Timed, you were spe- 
cific in your reference to "literary scavengers’’ anS~Tncluded ns. 

It Is easy to Be very Brave and slander with the Breadth of a conti- 
neat Between us. It is. also easy to avoid confrontation with me. All 
you need do is to keep the continent Between us, as you have. 

On the fifth of December I was in. the Hew fork T9 studio where the 
former counsel of the former Commission were to have had the program 
they had demoded. You were not. Seither was a single one of your 
colleagues. Is it not strange that, if all I a® is « chicken farmer , 
which is what those who heard you speak derived from your remarks, and 
you people jSastttnded that progra®, none of you would participate once 
it was known that only a chicken farmer woiild oppose you? It is to 
me a reflection of something - other than conviction of righteousness 
tnftt none of you- eminent lawyers would -confront; a single chicken farmer 

It is also strange to me that you have now found the courage to say 
what you found ..is . inexpedient. to say when I was la California and could 
have answered you. Or is that the reason? 

This is not the only such ease. loss Friday I expsctyd to meat one of 
jour colleagues in a 2V studio 7 CO wiles from here. Eo had accepted 
the station* a invitation Before they asked me. He was not there. And 
there have Been many other eases. 

Your avoidance of specifics in your complaint is as eloquent as your 
preference for only long-distance slanders. 

I have no doubt that much of what I have discovered is ^new evidence” 
to the members of the Commission* It certainly is entirely new if one 
is to seek it in the Report. But in any event, what is wrong with the 
"old* evidence that was ignored, misrepresented, even destroyed? Your 
thin plaint is like that of an errant husband, who denounces marriage 
when he is never home long enough to find out what his wife is. 

You charge me with distortion. May I challenge you to prove this from 
my Book? 

It is also odd how you define as n li terary scavengers” only those who 
have shown how miserably you failed the country. It is not Louis 







Hr. Ball - 2 
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subsidising hi s own "investS Won* S hiLin e®®' n ?* th ® taxpayers 
is time for an *» impartial® rSr? ^^ f '* 8aylttg ia advance it 
us expected the official idl ® to suggest that most of 
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You use your dictionary; I»ll use mine. 



nofc n ^i^?»°\ haVe ** do slanderous charges against T hh5 r-V st- in 

not expecting too much to ask a factual fubsttnUati^' ^of tS^f 1 

IS good IKX.iL 6 £ £uXXu°ti?X If to .^' ■»*»* *»«■' »■>« of 

Times) thst you have Xae s KLiJ^ K d ?, not «“« i‘ in «» H.« Tori 
bower as a bull merchant Oovernnn l««u^r°ri y ° U Pef ® p to Gaaeral Sisen- 
President Truman as a retirad^f^m^oo^® 11 ? 1 * ?® ® ges-stetion operator, 
^mechanic, LySien L a Sr Jf ^ aey as an 

oou™., your ^Xor Xd KXt*r X X--^X- of 

SI ** k “» »io. of . m.“ofJ«Xhf Xthtf^ 1 " UX : *"«< *» 

Sincerely youra. 



Harold Weisberg 






















